
November 6, 2017 

 

Good evening. I want to address the Board tonight about equitable treatment in 
our school system, and substandard facilities that jeopardize the health, safety 
and educational experience for students in the Northwood Cluster.  

My name is Caroline Broder and I’m the parent of a first-grader and a soon-to-be 
kindergartner at Highland View Elementary School in Silver Spring. I have to tell 
you, it’s heart breaking as a parent to know that unless improvements are made, 
my children and so many others in this area are going to spend their entire K-12 
education in facilities that are in dire need of upgrades. These are not merely 
cosmetic issues. They put our children at risk, waste resources and degrade the 
learning environment.  

Let me start with two stories about Highland View Elementary. Just this week, 
one of the bathrooms on the second floor flooded and a corroded pipe from a 
bygone era fell of the wall in the restroom. To ensure that children had a 
bathroom they could access, our principal had to come in during the wee hours 
of the morning to make sure the work was being done. As a parent, I’d much 
rather her be spending time on the educational needs of our students and the 
professional development of her staff – not dealing with the myriad plumbing and 
HVAC issues she now faces on an almost daily basis.  

The other story is the infamous “dirt room” at Highland View (see photos below). 
This is a room that literally spans the length of the school, is filled with dirt, has a 
massive boulder in it and looks like it could be a portal into another dimension. 
There is no air circulating in the room. And there are classrooms right next to it. 
Imagine that. Open a door into what should be a classroom, but instead you see 
a massive pile of dirt.  
 
It was a poor design choice and the result of shoddy work done during the 
school’s last renovation in 1994. It’s a massive waste of space, an ongoing 
health concern and an embarrassment to the county. We can do better than this. 
These are just two of the stories you will hear tonight about Highland View. 
The school is in desperate need of renovation. I respectfully ask that the Board 
reconsider its earlier decision to delay funding for renovations to Highland View.   
 
I do want to thank the Board for its support of the upgrades planned at 
Northwood High School and Silver Spring International Middle School, as 
outlined in the Capital Improvements Program. We appreciate this first step and 
will work with you to advocate to and gain support from the County Council. But 
in the short-term, SSIMS has some critical needs to meet safety codes. It’s one 
of the oldest buildings in the system. A band-aid approach won’t work.  
 



Northwood High School, while slated for upgrades at a date TBD, is in critical 
need now. The school suffers from structural and facilities issues that hinder 
students’ ability to learn in a safe and comfortable environment. It is not on par 
with other MCPS schools for the size of its student population. This is an equity 
issue.  
 
The bottom line is that our students in the Northwood cluster are unfairly 
pipelined through a series of schools with woefully inadequate facilities. This has 
detrimental effects on health, safety and the overall learning environment for our 
kids. The Board of Education should make the safety and health of students in 
the Northwood cluster a priority. The time to act is now. The Highland View 
community is here to work with you toward a solution.  
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Caroline Broder 
 





 

 


