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Good evening.  
 
I want to talk about a closet as a classroom, a boulder, HVAC systems and security.  My name 
is Ashley Franzel and I am the parent of a third grader and a kindergartener at Highland View 
Elementary School.  
 
I want to start tonight by first thanking this Board for recognizing the poor conditions with our 4th 
grade portables which we discussed last year AND for helping our school receive 4 new 
“learning cottages”.  They are an improvement.  Unfortunately, those who manage the 
maintenance of the portables do not know how they installed our 5th grade portables many 
years ago, and therefore were only able to do renovations.  This money has not been well 
spent, but, in the short term, at least makes the portables look better.  
 
We also look forward to the installation of the remainder of the flooring in both 5th grade 
portables.  Interestingly, the team that came to renovate our 2 portables only brought enough 
flooring for 1 portable.  The solution:  complete ½ the flooring in both portables, and come back 
over winter break to finish the job. 
 
This is only a band aid for the real need which is an addition - this needs to happen and is 
reinforced by the increasing enrollment numbers.  Our learning cottages and portables house 2 
entire grades.  Instrumental music classes at Highland View are held in a windowless closet. 
And while I applaud our school for being resourceful, staff can only do so much.  Our school is 
officially out of functional space.  At a minimum, AND AS A SHORT TERM SOLUTION, bring 
a new portable to the already leveled area. 
 
I say function space for a very  specific reason.  I am sure I do not need to remind the Board of 
the dirt room at Highland View which sits at the end of a hallway of Kindergarten and First 
Grade classrooms.  This space holds a large boulder, a good amount of dirt, and has a door as 
if it could be used.  Of particular concern, last year our school tested over threshold for radon - 
the Board needs to ensure that this is addressed in coordination with experts both in the short 
term and long term.  Humidity and mold are also major issues and need to be addressed.  
 
We all know that MCPS has HVAC challenges.  At Highland View, in one area of the building 
folks are freezing, while in another area they are sweating.  Maintenance staff spends much 
time at our school to no avail.  This too is a problem that needs a solution, not a band aid. 
 
Highland View is an open campus that welcomes families from all surrounding neighborhoods 
through pedestrian access.  This helps keep our communities connected.  With this noted, 



school staff would benefit from being able to view all parts of the school with the help of security 
cameras. This would also help with reducing the vandalism that has occurred. 
 
Let me close with this, Highland View is currently 117 seats or 40% over capacity, and is slated 
to grow over the next 6 years.  Ironically, our addition was pulled last year.  When you step back 
and look at where Highland View sits in the system overall, there needs to be equitable 
investments made. 
 
The Highland View community is here and ready to work with you. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 


